Spanish 1
Hours 3,4,5 & 6
Mrs. Romero












Voice Mail: 832-6050 x.4429
E-mail:  eromero@usd497.org
Home phone number: 749-2050
Website: http://staff.usd497.org/~eromero/
Twitter: @ProfesoraRomero
Welcome to Spanish class!  I am excited that you have chosen to study Spanish.  Even without leaving the U.S., Spanish can be helpful to you because after English, Spanish is the most widely spoken language in the United States.  Knowing Spanish will help you to meet new people, learn about different cultures, be able to travel with confidence, and it will also open doors for you in almost any occupation you pursue.  As a first year student, you will have many opportunities in this class to practice your Spanish.  So let’s get started!

Necessary Materials

Every day you should have the following in class:
     -Pen/Pencil

[image: image1.wmf]     -Avancemos online textbook
     -Avancemos Workbook

     -3 ring notebook with 5 dividers
     -Loose-leaf paper

     -Completed homework

Expectations:
Listen to and follow instructions

Encourage learning by not interrupting or distracting

Arrive to class on-time (in seat when the bell rings)

Respect the person, property, and time of the teacher and classmates

No leaving the classroom without being dismissed 
NOTE:  I, NOT THE BELL, dismiss you.  

Gum, Drink, and Food Policy:

You may chew gum in class as long as I don’t see it, hear it, or begin finding it on the desks and carpet.  Drinks are allowed ONLY if they have lids.  No food is allowed.

Absences
If you have an unexcused absence, you will receive a zero for any work done that day.  If you are excused, please see me at the END of the hour or before or after school.    You have one day to make up work for every day you were absent UNLESS you make other arrangements with me AS SOON as you return.

Late Work:  Late work will not be accepted except if you have an excused absence.  In that case, you will have one day extension for each day you were absent.
I understand that there are unforeseen circumstances that arise that make it impossible to finish a homework assignment.  If that is the case, e-mail me the night before class or come and see me BEFORE school and I will work with you to find a solution.  Otherwise, you will follow the late work policy.

Attendance:  Regular attendance is extremely important for you to succeed.  Attendance is part of your participation grade.  Absences hurt you because you cannot participate in instruction, oral exercises, class activities, discussions or questions, or videos if you are not present.  Try to schedule appointments after the school day is complete.
Tardy policy:  You are expected to be in your seat when the bell rings each day and to be working on the “Preguntas del Día” that you will do in your notebook at the beginning of each class.  The school-wide tardy policy is as follows:

Tardy #1:          Warning  

Tardy #2:         15 minute detention to be completed in the detention room within 2 school days.  I will 

                          notify your parents.

Tardy #3,4,5:   Automatic 45 minute detention to be completed within 2 school days.  Notify parents.

Tardy #6:         ISS pending parent/student meeting with an assistant principal.

Tardy #7:         ISS, loss of privileges

Tardy #8+:       Further disciplinary action including out of school suspension.

Cell Phones and Electronic Equipment:  There may be times that we use cell phones for a class assignment.  If I haven’t directed you to use them, cell phones and other electronic equipment must be kept out-of-sight and turned-off during class in order to avoid distraction and disruption of the learning environment. Unauthorized, disruptive use of such devices will result in their confiscation.  

Cheating:  Cheating includes copying answers on tests or assignments, glancing at nearby test papers, swapping papers, stealing, plagiarizing, using on-line translators, having your cell phone visible (even if not in use) during an exam, and illicitly giving or receiving help on exams or assignments -- in short, presenting another's work or ideas as your own. You are expected to conduct yourself with integrity. When you cheat, or aid someone else in cheating, you violate a trust.  Cheating will result in a grade of zero on the work and will be reported to your assistant principal and your parents.
Course Explanation:  In Spanish 1 you will be introduced to many subjects including:  the alphabet, numbers to 1000, greetings, classroom vocabulary, colors, expressing likes and dislikes, introducing people, subject pronouns, talking about age, verb conjugations, talking about where you are from, class schedules, definite articles, telling time, and much, much, more.  Each one of these topics will also lead us to a discussion about Spanish-speaking countries, their people, and their customs.
	Letter Grades
	
	Components of Your Grade

	90-100
	A
	
	Homework/Projects

	80-89
	B
	
	Tests/Quizzes

	70-79%
	C
	
	Oral/Listening

	60-69%
	D
	
	Attendance, participation, preparation

	0-59
	F
	
	Final Exam


Power Standards:

· Expresses basic courtesies and salutations

· Relates basic needs

· Expresses state of being

· States likes and dislikes for yourself and others

· Indicates agreement and disagreement

· Asks and answers simple questions
· Exchanges simple information with peers and others

· Improves Comprehension

· Uses descriptive sentences in writing a paragraph

· Presents prepared material to an audience

· Uses authentic sources to identify and interpret information
· Identifies and begins to reproduce the sounds and intonation of the target language

· Identifies cognates and false cognates

· Recognizes and understands formal forms of address in simple grammatical structures

· Understands essential grammatical or structural elements of their own and target language (e.g. gender, number)

· Identifies teacher-provided connections with the target culture through technology, media, and authentic sources
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Dear Parents, 
Please sign and return this page to me by Tuesday, August 23rd.
Also, in an effort to contact parents more efficiently, I am collecting parent e-mail addresses.  If you do not have an e-mail address, please write “none” in the appropriate space below.  

Thank you.

Esther Romero

-------------------------------------------------------------
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